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What What is Polish broadcasting is Polish broadcasting likelike? ? 

• 39,5 million of inhabitants,

• 13,5 million of households,

• 97% of hh equipped with TV set  (63% of them 2 

or more than one),

• 70% of hh equipped with radio set = 28 million 

of radio sets ,

• 19 million of radios in cars,

• 51% of hh  with computer and Internet access.  
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What What is Polish televisionis Polish television likelike ??

• In July 2013 digital terrestrial switchover of national 

programmes has been completed. 

• Transition of 4 local stations completed in 2014,

• 3 nationwide free-to-air multiplexes: 80 – 95% 

coverage of population

• 24 programmes including 4 HD

• 1 multiplex with 16 programs :  8 free-to-air  (must 

carry), 8 paid, coverage ≈ 30%

• Market share: 40% satellite, 30% cable, 30% 

terrestrial

3



What is Polish radio like ?What is Polish radio like ?

• Analogue programme offer: 

5 nationwide (2 public, 3 non public), 

2 „almost” nationwide public (coverage 35% and 65 %) 

18 regional (public), 

14 sub-regional (non public), 

more than 200 local (public, commercial, community)

• Almost 1000 transmitting stations in operation. 

• High level of spectrum ocupancy. 

• Digital DAB+, since October 1st 2013. 

• One multiplex owned  by public service broadcasters 

(national and regional) 
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Main legal acts Main legal acts concerning concerning broadcasting broadcasting 

•• Constitution of the Republic of Poland (1997)Constitution of the Republic of Poland (1997)

•• BroaBroaddcasting  Act casting  Act – established in 1992, amended many 

times, first of all according to the EU Directives.

•• Telecommunications Act Telecommunications Act – established  in 2004, with several 

amendmnts

• LicenLicencce  Fees Act e  Fees Act - 2005 

•• Act on the launch of Digital Terrestrial Television Act on the launch of Digital Terrestrial Television -- 2011 2011 

-- expiredexpired
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Broadcasting Act Broadcasting Act 
It It regulates:regulates:

�Competences of the National Broadcasting Council,

�Requirements for radio and television programme services,

�Public radio and television functionality, 

�Procedure to deliver broadcasting lincences 

�Rules of transmission and retransmission of programme 

services,

�On-demand audiovisual media services.   

�Urgent need to be amended due to insufficient regulations  

of  digital radio. 

�Bill prepared by the NBC is waiting for the begining of 

parliamentary works. 
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Telecommunications  Act Telecommunications  Act 
First of all the Act creates the conditions for:First of all the Act creates the conditions for:

�Equal and effective competitions ,

�Developement and use of modern telecommunications 

infrastructure,

��Ensuring order in the management of Ensuring order in the management of numbering frequenciesfrequencies

and orbital resources, 

�Ensuring users maximum of benefit in terms of choice, price 

and quality of telecommunications services,

�Ensuring technological neutrality. 
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Regulatory AuthoritiesRegulatory Authorities

�� The National BroThe National Broaadcasting Council dcasting Council – constitutional body 

established in 1993 by Polish Parliament , on the base of the 

Polish Constitution. 

�� The Office of ElThe Office of Eleectronic Communications ctronic Communications – established in 

2006 functioning on the base of the Telecommunications 

Act,

Others institutions involved:

• The Prime Minister – national frequency management policy

• The Minister  of Administration and Digitalization – digital agenda 

realization, supervising the OEC,

• The Minister of Culture and National Heritage - audiovisual policy.   8



How to get to mux now?  How to get to mux now?  

The National Brodcasting Council The National Brodcasting Council 
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The National Broadcasting Council The National Broadcasting Council 

The The National BroNational Broaadcasting Council dcasting Council – state authority 

competent in matters of radio and television 

broadcasting.  

„ The National Council shall safeguard freedom of 

speech in radio and television broadcasting, protect 

the independence of media service providers and the 

interests of the public, as well as ensure an open and 

pluralistic nature of radio and television 

broadcasting”.
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The NBC competences  The NBC competences  

The selected tasks and competences are:

-To draw up, in agreement with the Prime Minister, the 

directions of State radio and television policy,

-To supervise the activity of media service providers and 

monitor the market

-To make decisions concerning broadcasting licences,

-To act as a consultative body in drafting legal instruments,

-To initiate research and technical development and training in 

the field of radio and television,

-To organize and initiate international cooperation,

-To initiate support self-regulation and co-regulation in the 

area of provision of media services     

-To promote media literacy.   
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Working Group on digital radio Working Group on digital radio 

implementation     implementation     
� Established by the President of the national Broadcasting 

Council in November 2013. 

� Members of the Group – experts from different radio 

sectors as well as representatives of scientific institutions 

and regulatory bodies.  

� Unfortunately, commercial broadcasters decided, for

unknown reasons, to freeze their participation in the group 

activities. 

� The main task of the group is to prepare the Green Paper –

the project of the future National Strategy.  
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Green Paper Content   Green Paper Content   

1. Legal basis and environment.

2. The current situation of the radio in Poland

3. Digital radio in other countries – strategies and 

achievements. 

4. Digitalisation of radio – costs and utility effects.

5. Plans for the digital switchover

5.1 Switchover date

5.2 Switchover criteria

5.3 Transition of local stations

5.4 Information and promotion campaign.

6.   Economical, legal, social and administrative consequences. 

13



Working Group current activities    Working Group current activities    

� The minimum technical and exploitation requirements for 

digital sound broadcasting DAB+ designed for Poland – done 

and approved by the NBC in July 2014.

� Promotion of additional functionalities in DAB+ - in 

cooperation with Fraunhofer Institute – Germany – done in 

November 2014

� Good Practice Code – the document proposing the agreemnt 

in terms of transmission features and parameters – under 

preparation

� Transition from analogue to digital of small local stations -

frequency allocations - under preparation . 
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??????

Do we need Do we need aa special legal act special legal act 

concerning carrying out the digital concerning carrying out the digital 

radio implradio impleementation process ? mentation process ? 

The Green Paper and future 

strategy will decide. 
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THANK  YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

Krystyna.Kuhn@krrit.gov.pl 
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