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� Regulation of broadcasting;

� More detailed regulation is needed on local radio

� More detailed regulation is needed on ASO

� Planned ASO date: 2014

� The operation right of digital radio multiplex should 

be awarded through tender;

� Elements of the call for tender are compulsory

� Supervisor is a parliamentary ad hoc committee

� Regulator is responsible for the technical, 

administrative and professional aspects

Digital  
Broadcasting  Act,

2007



Tender for rights to operate one 
T-DAB multiplex in Hungary

February, 18-19, 2015 Approaches to the Digitisation of Audio Broadcasting in V4 Countries,
Banská Bystrica, Slovakia

� Had to publish the tender by the end of year 2008 

� Strong multiplex operator model 

� More favourable public access than 94%

� Minimum criteria for roll out: quicker implementatio n for extra points

� The public broadcasters are under the rules of must carry

� Must carry rule was not for the two commercial broadcasters being on 

nationwide analogue terrestrial network

� Commitment relating to the maximum broadcasting fee of public services

� The tender intended to encourage  

• broadcasting regional programmes

• choosing latest T-DAB+  technology.

• providing supplemental digital services

Call for tender 
in 2008
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� Licence is granted until  5th September 2020

� Three transmitters

31% population coverage 
since 2009
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� No contract with any of the radio broadcasters for digital service

� Test transmission was continued

� Network deployment was stopped

� Original schedule:

� Revision of the contract in 2011

� Interim deadlines are not defined

94% population 

coverage until end of 

2014



Status quo of the radio in Hungary
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� VHF band was used for TV broadcasting till 2013 (ASO) 

� One commercial nationwide radio broadcaster finished the operation 

in 2012

� Four nationwide public radio programmes 

� One nationwide commercial radio programme

� Two hundred regional 

or local radio transmitters

� No frequency to new nationwide FM radio

� Less than 1000 T-DAB+ receivers in Hungary



Status quo of the radio in Hungary –
Chicken or the eggs dilemma
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� Hungary is the first country among CEE countries announcing T-DAB tender 

� Successful tender for digital radio: in 2008

� Winner: Antenna Hungária 

� Right to operate one T-DAB multiplex: until 5th September 2020

� Mobile coverage: 31% of the population in the Budapest area

� Available programmes on the digital platform: 7

?
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Considering that

� commitments for 94% population coverage by the end of 2014

� licence for operating the T-DAB is valid only until 2020

� public radio broadcaster interest towards digital platform

� other broadcasters’ reluctance towards digital platform 

� there are no significant changes in the number of sold digital radio receivers

� there are new tendencies at international level

NMHH took the decision to rethink the necessary steps in order 
to move the Hungarian T-DAB from the deadlock.
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� Hungarian listenership survey data

� best practice strategies for introduction of digital radio

� promotion of the success of T-DAB before /after the introduction of digital 

radio

� importance of the variety of the programmes on the T-DAB platform

� whether common European FM switch-off date can be expected

� what can be the criteria of FM switch-off

� variety of the digital receiver on the market in terms of quality and price

Issues for thinking to make duly

supported decisions:
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� car adapters’ role in boosting the T-DAB

� whether DAB receivers are expected to be built into mobile phones

� necessary/possible marketing 

� role of the marketing

� effect of new players for the Hungarian radio market

� condition to obtain new analogue broadcasting right : digital broadcasting 

?

� multiplex operator model: strong or week ?

� current status of Antenna Hungaria may have an effect on the digital 

radio strategy (?)

Issues for thinking to make duly

supported decisions:



The most important conclusions of the 
study on digital radio
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The key elements of successful transition from analogue to digital :

� committed intent towards the digital radio technology from the state-side. 

� communicated medium and long-term strategy

� guarantees for the multiplex operator

� collaboration of players of the digital radio industry

� highlighted role of the public media during the introduction of digital 

radio

� attractive and affordable conditions for the commercial broadcasters to 

be on the digital platform in the simulcast period

� providing new content on the digital platform

� continuous and conscious communication towards the radio listeners

Commitments, collaboration, 

communication
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� Listening to the radio is quite high in Hungary 

� 65% of the adult population listen to radio on a daily basis

� The primary venue is the home and in the car

� Loyalty to the favourite radio station

� Listening to music and news programmes is significant

� Satisfaction with the number and variety of programmes

� Tolerance towards radio advertisements



Necessity of rethinking the regulation 
of digital radio in Hungary
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� Players working on market basis are not able to launch the digitization on the 

terrestrial radio market 

� Consideration should be given by the Authority regarding

justification of the 
financial support of 

digitizasion of terrestrial 
radio

how to unite all 
stakeholders into an 

alliance

what tools can be used to 
encourage the network 

operator for the 
completion of the 

network 

what can be the role of 
the public broadcaster  

in the field of 
digitization 



Alternatives for strategic decisions
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Expected short-term changes
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� there is hope that 

� network deployment will be continued

� regulator will give  any  possible support to the digitization 

� public programmes will be on the digital platform soon

?
� The dilemma expectedly will be solved 

considering that the network operator has 

already been owned by the state.
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� … and the listeners ???
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